Coronaviruses (CoV) are a large family of viruses that cause iliness ranging from the common
cold to more severe diseases such as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS-CoV) and
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS-CoV)

The new, or “novel” coronavirus, now called 2019-nCoV

Common signs of infection include respiratory symptoms, fever, cough, shortness of breath and
breathing difficulties In more severe cases, infection can cause pneumonia, severe acute
respiratory syndrome, kidney failure and even death. The period within which the symptoms
would appear is 1-12.5 days

The new coronavirus is a respiratory virus which spreads primarily through contact with an
infected person through respiratory droplets generated when a person, for example, coughs or
sneezes, or through droplets of saliva or discharge from the nose

The new coronavirus causes respiratory disease and can be transmitted from person to person,
usually after close contact with an infected patient, for example, in a household workplace, or
health care center

It is still not known, although preliminary information suggests the virus may survive a few
hours or more. Simple disinfectants can kill the virus making it no longer possible to infect
people

Source: World Health Organization (WHO)
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